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“I went for a mile or two upon the ice but as the whole scene, however interesting 

and beautiful, appeared a vast uninhabited solitude, an extraordinary silence 

prevailed; no track of human feet, no appearance of human habitation.” 

Charles Fothergill, February 28, 1817 

 

Introduction 

Rice Lake can’t help but captivate anyone who sees it. The largest of the Kawartha lakes and dotted with 

wooded islands, it presents an undeniably picturesque scene. Even in the early days, when settlers were 

more apt to conquer Nature than revere it, Rice Lake’s beauty did not go unnoticed. As early as the 

1850s, it was already gaining acclaim among sport fishermen, canoeists, artists, poets and other Nature 

lovers. In particular, Gore’s Landing rose to become a popular summer resort, with several lakeside 

hotels and boat-builders catering to the tourist trade. Because of its proximity to Cobourg (itself a tourist 

town popular with Americans in the late 1800s), its reputation spread far and wide; many of Rice Lake’s 

biggest fans were from the United States, some from as far away as Cincinnati. Today, there are fewer 

lodges and guest houses, but the lake continues to bustle with tourists. Closer to Toronto than most of 

Ontario’s inland lakes, its shores have been lined with private cottages since the dawn of the automobile 

era 

In the early years, hard-working local farmers looked askance at the revelry of the tourist lodges and 

even today, year-round residents don’t always know much about their weekend neighbours. But many 

cottagers have been on the lake for as long as many farmers have been on the land, and all feel the same 

sense of kinship with the lake and its surroundings. Meanwhile, humble older cottages are gradually 

being usurped by larger, more luxurious summer homes, which lend the survivors a certain historical 

panache. Indeed, we often think of “rural heritage” in terms of barns and farmhouses, but Rice Lake 

offers history of a different kind. If there’s a “heritage cottage country,” this is it.   

It is in this light that we present today’s tour. As we putter along the shore, you’ll see cottages of many 

descriptions, even some surviving guest houses, as well as landmarks familiar to everyone who knows the 

lake. When you disembark, we hope you’ll take home a new understanding of cottage life and its 

importance to the history of Hamilton Township.   

 

”Five Americans staying at Gore’s Landing using rods and reels took 2,300 

pounds of maskalonge and bass in eight days.” 

Cobourg Star July 17, 1850 



                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Tower Manor Lodge c.1857.  Built by James Finlay on the site of          

Wolf Tower, a bizarre lighthouse-shaped dwelling with a subterranean 

entrance hall that burned in 1856 (once occupied by Catharine Parr Traill). 

Look closely at the masonry and you can tell it was built in two phases—

the upstairs is an addition. Sold to Richard Nurse in 1874 and became a 

summer guest house around 1904. One of the few local farmhouses that 

face the lake. Today, it is the heart of a wonderful family-run resort.  

 

      

3 Hip roof design built in 1946 by the Padgim family of Burlington.  Like 

so many others, the cottage is built into a slope so that the deck has lots 

of storage space beneath it. 

This area along here is known as ‘Taits Beach’. 

4 Built in the mid 1940’s, a wonderful hipped roof design with an original 

small dormer window and front wrapped porch. Once owned by Mr. 

McAdoo, a local minister. 

2- Unique small lakeside cabin from the 1940’s with 2 telescoping 

extensions that have been added over the years. Note the progression to a 

larger home behind it without disturbing the original cottage! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another classic cottage from the early 1930’s that was built by Wilbur Moore.  

Wilbur was the Mayor of Port Hope from 1949 to 1960. Notice the incredible 

stone work that has been preserved around the shoreline and leading up to the 

cottage. Also many of the original single pane windows have been preserved. 

This lakeside gem is still owned by the Moore family. 

Classic hipped roof cottage built in the 1930’s by the Dunn family from Dundalk 

Ontario. Currently owned by the Thompson family of Port Hope. 

  Built in 1955 by the Beam family and remains in their family. Another hipped roof 

design that is very original and untouched. 

Built in 1955 for the Bradley family by the local Lander family. Today it has been 

modernized with a full block basement and newer style windows. 

5 Built in the mid 1950’s and owned by the Beam family, who also owned the 

cottage beside it at that time. This building settles nicely into its surroundings. 



                                                                                                                                        

 

  

                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

This water front property is still part of the original Westington acreage from the 1840’s making it the 

longest family landholding on the Rice Lake Plains. Their land stretches all the way south to the County Rd 9 

homestead shown in 1900 on the right and at one time it consisted of nearly 1600 ft. of lakefront.   This was 

one of the last untouched, natural stretches of shore between Harwood and Bewdley.                       

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

A unique nautically themed house built in the 1970’s by Rick Lovkin on a 

historic shoreline known as Pine Tree Point. A very unique and modern 

architectural design for its time.  Picture below shows a picnic at Pine Tree Point 

in the 1930’s. 
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The original cabin here to the rear was built by Hilton Harris in 1941-42. The 

front A-frame addition was attached in 1961. It is still owned by the Harris family. 

In their day, A-frames were considered the height of simplicity and were the 

darling of cottage builders everywhere.  

 

Both of these cottages were built in the early 1930s and are still owned by the 

original White family from Toronto 

 

This wonderful cottage was built in 1938 by the Smith family from Toronto. 

The land was acquired from the William King family who settled here in 1829 as 

the second settlers of the Rice Lake Plains. Nice humble proportions mark this as 

particularly memorable. Mr Smith was known for his wonderful wildlife carvings 

and named this area of lake after his favorite bird, ‘Oriole Beach’. 

 

Another cottage built on the King family land in the mid 1930’s. It has been 

owned and nicely maintained by the Kerr family since 1959. Slightly updated with 

some new windows, but looks much the way it always did. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This quaint little lake side cabin was built in the early 1960’s. It’s a small 

cabin, to be sure, but makes the most of its site with a spacious deck and lots of 

windows. 

This early 1940’s cottage was purchased by a Toronto family in 1957 and still 

owned by them. Large windowed porches of this time period were the perfect 

place to relax with a warm summer breeze. 

Originally was property owned by the Doidge family which settled in Hamilton 

Township in 1847. Cottage is late 1940’s and largely untouched. 

Glen Lynden 2 (Charles Neill House) was built in 1875, high on a hill 

with panoramic views of the lake and islands from the wonderful 

verandas. It became the home of William Harris in 1925 and is still in their 

possession. This property owned most of the shoreline below it at one 

time.                        A fabulous early Rice Lake classic! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

We are told that at one time this 1940’s boat house with cottage living quarters above 

was owned by the Glen Lynden house above it. Note the original multi-paned windows 

still in place and boat house doors below. 

One of the earliest 

cottages in Gores Landing 

built by a doctor from 

Bowmanville around 1920. 

Shortly after being built it 

was owned by the Smith 

family and then the 

Edwards. Was once the 

only cottage along this 

portion of shoreline as 

shown from the early 

photo. Note that there is 

no Harris Boat Works yet 

on the old right side 

photo. 

Built sometime in the 1920’s by the Smith family of 

Bowmanville. Although it was renovated over 25 years ago, it still 

retains many of its interior architectural elements. 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Rowan House (Lilac Lodge)  c.1848  Built by Dr. Thomas Rowan and became            

known as Lilac Lodge when rented at the turn of the century by Charles McBride. One of 

the oldest and most beautiful lakefront properties in Gores Landing that now is home to  

the Pages Custom Upholstery shop. 

 

 Mavisbank – J.T. Mercer Cottage  c.1848 

Built of the Regency style by James Mercer.  Construction is roughcast over frame board-
on-board known as the ‘New Brunswick’ method.  Note the French doors that lead to the 
‘bell-curved’ veranda roof. It is also one of the oldest buildings in the village and 
descendants of Alfred Harris, who simply call it the Cottage, have lived here for over 100 
years.   

J.T. Mercer Cottage  

     c.1848 

     Built of the Regency style by  

     James Mercer. It is also one of the   

These 3 identical cottages from the early 20th century were originally part of Reginald 

Drayton’s ‘Coldstream’ property from 1889 that was next door until only 2 years ago. 

Reginald’s wife Dorothy and brother Josh True became the owners after Nigel Drayton 

(Reg’s son) died in 1976. The cottages have been kept mostly original by the current 

owners as     “Trues Holiday Camp” since 1966. 

 

George Harris, a descendant of Boltus Harris, started building canoes in 1928 at the age of 20. He started his own 

business Harris Boat Works, which to this day remains in the family. Picture on the right shows how the business looked in 

the 1950’s. 
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 Cap Harris built this boat livery and tourist camp in the mid-1920s after retiring from the 

steam boating business. The business became Chicadee Cottages in the 1960’s and operates 

today as Plank Road Cottages. 

The McGaw boathouse above is a landmark of a bygone era. Above the wet slip in which Mr. McGaw’s mahogany 

launch was moored were the living quarters for his chauffeur. This quaint old building from 1920 has been a subject for 

many artists and photographers. The early 1900’s photo on the right shows the unobstructed boathouse in the center with 

the Hayward Pagoda and Rice Lake Hotel (burned down in 1957) visible on either side. 

The Hayward Pagoda, originally built in 1906 

on the government dock, was designed by the 

artist Gerald Hayward of the Willows (Victoria 

Inn). Now a great landmark of the town, it is a 

treasured feature of the village lakefront. When it 

became derelict and removed in the 1970’s, the 

outraged villagers persuaded the township 

council to replace it with a replica. Picture on the 

right is from the 1930’s. 

The Bennett Ferry House from 1838 is one of the earliest buildings on Rice Lake. Once located 

on the landing known then as Greenock, now Burrison Bay, it was moved across the ice one 

winter to its current location at Plank Road Cottages. This was because John Bennett had a hard 

time competing with the business created by the new Plank Road into Gores Landing and the 

growing ferry businesses at that dock. 



 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rice Lake Boat Works c1925, was purchased by Fred Pratt in the mid 1920’s. After Fred’s death it was run by 

his son Wally until 1972. Orders for the famous Rice Lake canoes were received from all over the world including 

motor boats built for the World War 2 war effort. Note the windows in the upper roof section that gave the needed 

light for varnishing and finishing the boats. 

      
 

Wallace Boat Works –The Wallace’s came to Gores Landing from Scotland around 1870 and had their own shop until 

the 1950’s where they built trapping canoes with 3 keels so they could be pushed over the ice. They also built some 

amazing launches back then that would rival anything that came out of the great Muskoka boat builders. The Wallace 

family operated the marina until the 1970’s when it was sold and became Coxie’s Cove Marina. Today it is known as 

Audley’s Cove Marina.  

The famous Gores Landing artist Gerald Hayward commissioned Fred Pratt (former Rice Lake Boat Works owner) to 

build this gracious shingle style summer home in 1902 and called it ‘The Willows’. The two story bell curved roof 

verandahs were once open as can be seen in the older photo and there is some original stained and leaded glass still 

intact. Early Hayward paintings have been found on some of the interior walls.  Renamed Victoria Inn in the 1960’s, it is 

now a country inn offering turn of the century atmosphere and hospitality that can be accessed by road or water.                                     



 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

A wonderful lakeside cottage built in 1939 by Carl Harris. Most of the originality has been 

retained as can be seen by the great multi paned windows around the front porch. You 

might think it ordinary, but cottages like these are fast disappearing. Like the farmer’s log 

house, the cottager’s cabin should be recognized as a kind of heritage icon. 

The McFarland Cottage was built in the 1930’s on the lake front land here that was once entirely owned by their family. 

The family home that can be seen above on the hill was built in 1907 by the McAllister brothers for their widowed mother. 

Their grandfather John McAllister was the founder of the Cobourg Sentinel.  This property was once owned by Judge William 

Falkner in the 1830’s where he built his house known as Claverton and the Fortune sawmill. 

Charles Sorby House (Fircliff) c.1875                 

Sorby was descended from a   

distinguished family of steel makers in 

Sheffield England with lineage back to 

Henry VIII. A master seaman in his 

younger days, Sorby sailed around the 

Horn of South America.  He also 

established trout ponds for the 

enjoyment of family and friends off the 

Waldon Rd. The ponds were once the 

reservoirs for the Brooks Woolen Mill. 

Charles son, Henley, is known for his 

sought after carved decoys from the 

1920’s and 30’s. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early classic 20th century cottage built by the Summer’s family on the island of Close 

Point (also known as McDonaughs Island). Today this island is linked by a causeway built 

sometime in the 1960’s. 

Built in 1926 by the Summer’s family 

for their sister. A smaller version of the 

Close Point cottage, with a 10’ surround 

porch and very unique, large double hung 

pocket windows that slide down into the 

lower wall to reveal the summer screens. 

Now called “Jay Be Cay Island “by the 

current owner that bought it in 1962.  A 

true Rice Lake gem! 

 

This once simple Georgian style, gable roofed structure with a central chimney as known as ‘The Lodge’ or ‘Hayward 

Hunting Lodge’ was built in 1853 by Captain Alfred Hayward. Alfred died here in 1866 and in 1875 the Lodge was sold to 

George Simpson. Today it is one of the oldest tourist businesses known as Pinecrest Tourist Camp. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Burrison bought the farm and property here in 1921 and created “the Old Homestead” on lakefront that 

became known as “Burrison Bay”.  Charlie was Reeve of Hamilton Township from 1940-42, 1953-55, and    1971-72. The 

small cottages shown here were built in the early 1930’s. This property also once housed a dance hall shown above, 

from 1943 until the early 1960’s. Here you could dance the night away to great local bands such as “Jack Minifie and the 

Rice Lake Islanders”, picture above.      The Old Homestead Tourist Camp today is still operated by the same family on 

the historic Burrison Bay waterfront. 

Owned at one time by the Crews 

and Smiths families, today this cottage 

on Burrison Rd is called Island View as 

it looks out upon Spook Island. The 

photo on the right had it called “This Is 

It” back in the 1930’s. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Known as Adventure Bay Cottages today, it was once 

called Lake View Camp under the ownership of Theodore 

Weir. The office and canteen used to be on the other side of 

County Rd 18 but got relocated (cut in half for moving) to 

where it is today in the late 1970’s. The photo on the right 

shows the cottage layout from the 1950’s. 

An early cottage built by the Baker family in 1942. Although extensively renovated, the 

original interior fireplace is still inscribed, “Baker 1942”. 

Burrison Bay dance hall was licensed by 

Charlie Burrison in 1943 on the Old 

Homestead property. Many fine dances 

and events were held there until the late 

1950’s. You could swing back then to the 

beat of Jack Minifie and the Rice Lake 

Islanders Band, one of the featured local 

bands of the time. 

Willow Bay Resort with an early hipped roof building and multi-paned windows from the early 1920’s. Originally there 

was a boat house below.  There is a rock on the property waterfront that has a pin and ring in it that was used as a tether 

for the barges that moved livestock out to various grazing pastures.Picture on the right shows the area in 1927. 

This cottage was originally built by a Toronto family in 1936 and probably had boathouse 

facilities below. 

This cottage still has some great original features and was built sometime in the mid 

1930’s. Note the incredible stone work that has been restored all along the shore. 

One of the best early 1920s cottages with a boathouse originally below the 

living quarters. A great dormer on a hipped roof, original multi-pane windows 

that hang up inside for a lakeside breeze and built 15 feet from the rock laid 

shore. All nicely restored, what could be more perfect? 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally known as Sully in 1833, the 

settlement became known as Harwood 

in 1854.       A recent and older picture 

of Harwood looking north along the old 

Cobourg-Peterborough Railroad line 

that crossed to Hiawatha. Building 

began in 1853 and the line operational 

from 1854 until ice damage forced its 

closure in 1861. Note the picture with 

the original train station sitting beside 

the tracks prior to 1901 when it was 

then moved to Roseneath as the 

Orange Hall. The train station is in the 

possession of the ‘Friends of Harwood 

Waterfront” while they search for a 

new suitable Harwood location as a 

museum. 

Tic Island was the last piece of land that housed the Cobourg Peterborough Railway in the 1850’s before it crossed 

the last two and one half miles of water to the north side. The railway granted Tic Island for $1.00 in 1883 in trust to 

the Cobourg Shooting Club. In 1903, Henry B Cruso, purchased Tic Island (with the exception of the railway right-of-

way) for $400. He subsequently gave the island to his daughter, Elizabeth M. Cruso (later known as Mary Elizabeth 

Parsons) in 1915. The lodge shown in the old photo above was built prior to 1890. In 1929, Mary Elizabeth Cruso 

Parsons sold Tic Island for $3000 to John Daintry Fitzhugh (of Cobourg and the United States) with the exception of 

that portion of the north point of the island (.06 of an acre), owned by the Government of Canada, used for a 

lighthouse.  It remained in his possession until the building burned down in 1979. That’s when Pauline Drope Browse 

from Harwood purchased the island and built the current building in 2000. In the early 1900’s Tic Island lighthouse was 

constructed on the north tip of Tic Island, Rice Lake to direct safe passage for boaters through the Trent Severn 

Waterway channel markers. The Tic Island lighthouse was replaced in the 1970’s with a tower (like a TV tower) that 

was not a traditional type of beacon and the Browse family reconstructed the traditional looking lighthouse in the  

photo above right in 2004. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Island, C.1907                    

Acquired by the Clegg family of Dayton 

Ohio in 1906 from an owner in New 

York that purchased it from Alfred 

Harris.  According to local tradition, its 

name came from the many conifers 

that gave it a dark appearance in 

winter. The building is a grand Muskoka 

style cottage that is still owned by 

descendants of the Clegg family. The 

1930’s grass tennis courts still exist on 

the island. A beautiful boathouse once 

existed where the docks are today. In 

the family possession is an incredible 

boat, “Lola-Phil 2”, made in Gores 

Landing by the Wallace Boat Works in 

1935, which may be the only surviving 

Wallace made launch existing today. 

Their first much larger boat, the original 

“Lola-Phil” was also built by Wallace in 

the early 1920’s.                                    

This cottage is an incredible piece of 

architecture that could certainly be 

called one of the most majestic 

summer homes of Rice Lake.       

Spook (or Spooke)Island was also known as Ghost and Spirit island because of the 

local belief that it is a former Indian burial ground but there is no evidence to support 

this. It was bought by the Haldenby family in 1921 who today are a third generation 

family of architects, designing all the island structures. The center of the island 

contains a great early cottage from 1932 known as “Spook Cottage”, shown here, that 

was designed after a Palladian Villa by their grandfather. An incredible early structure 

on the west side of the island known as the “Big House” was built in the 19th century. 

Sadly it was destroyed by fire in 1972 and replaced with a classic 1970's design in 

cedar. The island was also the summer residence of another grandfather,                  

Ross Macdonald, who was Lieutenant Governor of Ontario in the late 60's and 70's.  

The family boat, the “Spook” (sold in 1986), was a beautiful 25 ft. mahogany launch 

built by Wallace Boat Works in Gores Landing in 1948. She was virtual twin of the ‘Lola 

Phil’ seen below, of Black Island.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Sugar Island was named very early by the Mississauga 

Indians because of the many maple trees and was once owned 

by George Harris of Harris Boat Works. George sold the island 

in 1940 to help finance his boat building business.                     

The beautiful log cabin here today was erected in the mid-

1970’s when the logs were flown over by helicopter during the 

winter months. 

Sheep Island was originally known as Beaver Island and noted by 

Catherine Parr Traill in her book ‘Canadian Crusoes’ with the nose toward 

the west and tail to the east. Like most of the islands on the lake, Sheep 

Island was bought by Alfred Harris from the crown in 1840. Subsequent 

owners were George Braithwaite in the 1860’s, Betsy Harris in 1879 

(Alfred’s wife) who paid $250. per annum for life), Thomas B Jones 

(Pittsburg Steel millionaire) in 1949, and then to Stephen Leacock Jr. in 

1961. Some very unique special poppy gardens were found around the 

island in 1967 after the original buildings there burned down. The cement 

dock that once housed a beautiful boathouse can still be seen. 



 

Thanks for Cruising 

With Us! 

 
“At this season of the year, the wild rice beds give the lake itself more the appearance of a 

grass plot rather than a sheet of water.”  

John Langton, 1833 

 

Presented by the Hamilton Township Heritage Committee 



 

 

 


